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Trepang, Editle Birds’ Nests ang Turtles (Frem the 
ciae6 of B, B, Osinaston) 
D1 Brd Consus, by Abdul Jamil Ui 


The Nesting of Pita brechyurain Konkan, sy Satsh 
A Pando 

Terrestrial Birds of Gogeleo Enclosure, Nagaur 
(Rajasthan), by Sut Dockia and Dr. B, A Doolda 


Vulture Sightings in National Chambal Sanctuery, 
rawah, by Fajeey Chauhen 


Correspondence 
1 Perasise Fiycatcherin Ghaziabad, by Dr A.K. Gupta, 
Extension of Range of Malayan Night Heron, by 
Ashish Kotvart 

Redvented Bulbuls on Eucalyptus Bloom at Perch 
‘Tiger Reserve, Machya Pracesh, byHS.A. Yahya 
Bird Visitors to Rohira (Techomelle undulsts, F. 
Bignonlaceas), a Rare and Endangered Ties of the 

sert during Peak Flowering, by M. M Saxena, 


Pesticices king Demcisele Cranes and Blue Jays 
rescusd in Gwalior (WP), by Dr. Rai. Saxera end 
Gaurav Pather 


Swifts on Vengura Rocks, by Vishwa D. Katdare 
Breesiing Colenies ef Cormorants, by Sumt Dookia 
near 


Grey Pelicans (Pelloanus phtilppensis) 
Coimbatore, by S. Ashok Kumar, IAS (retd) 


Sighting of Sociable Lapwing in Shyamour, by 
Dpanker Ghoze and Srikumar Chationadtyay 


About the Raptors, by Dr. Sraakimer, E 


Sighting of an Abiuy Pied Sil 
iy, by Arunayan Sharma 


Calls of Frogmouths, by K.V. Elchosa 
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Rave Sighting 0 Oranzobreasted Green Pigeon ard 
Nesting of Common Mynas, by K. B. Sanjayan 
‘The First Record of Indian Blue Breastar! ended 
Rall Ralls stristue from East Maharsatira, by Atul 
Dharnaniar 


Sdit 


Parks for Peace 


In the July 1986 issue of cur Newslatter | winte atour the 
Parks for Peace proposed by IUCN. | quoted the viows af 
Fceign Scorctary Samen Haldar about the possibilty of an 
International Na:ue Reserve in the Rana of Kutch stiasaling 
tho depute srea between India and Pakistan. Mary yoars 
‘ago in June 1966, | had s-ggasted this pessbiliy at she IUCN 
‘General Assembly in Lucerne in Switzstland, Poto: Sosttand 
‘several others: we'soined the oes, but whan | returned home 
‘surprising | received ltts encouragement frum Salim All or 
any cl te chere, 


‘Supsequanty (whether iriggorod by the suggestions in our 
Newsletter, donot know), bute group of mountainsers, ArT 
fiers and others, punstod ib idea thet the Slacher glacier 
(the cause of much suffering between india and Pekis‘an), 
should be eorwartad into a Pesce Park, 


(One ofthe persons wos playing aleading partin his project 
Js Aamir All, who fs well known to our readers Let us hops 
‘hat Sizchen will soon couse Wo be un are of confict and 
hetald one of peace. | reproduce the report which appeared 
Con the front paga of tho Hindu of 22.6.0004 : 

“Concerned over envrormental degradation and the loss of 
lite n Sigchen, a grous of conservationists has proposed that 
the troops ststioned there be withdrawn ard the glacier be 
converted into Peace Park. The proposal wil be ‘omaly 
sentto the Pyime Ministes, Wr. Atal Behari Vaipayee, ahead of 
bie eurmit mocting wih tho Paiotan Presidsnt, Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf, in Agra. 

Mc Auth Al, wdiois areas punt of graup to commemorate 
the golden jJbiee of tne T-shul rountanesring sxpection, 
ceaid tho eorvorsion of Slaohen into anaturel roso-ve offered. 
‘several advantages. First, i skited the contentious issuo of 
border damatestinn. The reseeve, along the Seltorn range, 
‘could be jointly mairtained by India and Pakistan witout 
reference to tential bourdares. 


Secondly, il would net involve dislocation of populafone oe 
the area wes uninhabited. Also, % woud be an horourable 
way out or tha counttias lacked ina bate since 194 on the 
heigh's rengngunta 21,100 feet"! Siachenbasamesa trans 
frontier peace park, it maybe « way out asin side (india or 
Pakistan} loses out,” Mr. All said 


Note: All subscriptions & related correspandonces should be sent only to the Publisher and not to the Editor. 


ewsletter for Pirtwatchers 


“a 


li both sides mustered the politcal wil to convert the Saltoro 
range Into a reserve, technical means were commerc 
avaiable ‘o very thatt remained thal way, Me. Al sii. 


‘On the "appalling" environmental degradation, he said the 

nod thare generated a huga emount of waste 
Because of the low temperatures, the waste was sored in 
duns, whet were later thrown inl crevasses. Around 
4,000 kg of human waste alone was generated daily, ha 
cbearved, adding tha ‘all thie wil eome aut one day with 
‘issstrous efect” 


Mr. All said both Incia anciP2kistan, who were experienced in 
maintaining higr-attuds patks, wauld net have a probleen ia 
looking after the Siachen area, For instance, Pakistay 
maintains the Khunjorab National Park and the larga Cental 
Karakoram National Park, which will be adjacent to the 
proposed Siachan Peace Para. India mairtains the Manes 
‘Wildite Sanctuary on both sides of the Indiz-Ehulan border. 
Other Himalayan reserves looked aor by Indla, elude tha 
Nanca Dev, the Letbu! Lamjao, the Khangehendzon« 

the Kiehina, 

‘The concept of Peace Parks Is not new, Mr. All said. there 
‘were 138 trans-irontier parks on the borders of 38 counties. 
Racenly, Hungary, Yugoslevie and Groatia md agreed 19 
establish a croee-berder nature reserve, hile inTebruarylas, 
Albania, Greece ane Naoedon'a hac decided to establish tre 
Praspa park Tre der 

Korea had also become a nature re 
undisturbed, 

“The Peace Fark foundation in Scuth Afra, led by Mr Anton 
Rupert, was taking a keen interest in cuch ventures, Mr. Ai 
said. Ifincia ane Pakistan agrees to a"Sachen Peace Park’, 
iFwauld eam them great respoctin the intemational eomm.niy. 
‘te Would 2e an extracrsinay statement as the year 2002 is 
boing observed as the Incomatonal Year o} the Mountains.” 
Ih the following year, the World Conservation Urian will be 
voting Its recular centerence to oeace parks: 


Edible Birds’ noste and Swift: 
Inthe previous issue, Mayidine, we carted an artiok on Swit 
‘on the Vengurla Rocks by Dr. Satish Pande and his frends, 
‘Onthe basis of projectreport submitted by thom for protozting 
‘hese valusblo tirds intho recks offthe wostsi coastof Inia, 
they ware given the Wiliam ©. Selover grant of $500/| am 
sure the moneywill be well used inthe anuae of conservation. 
[ound a fascirating account of Ecible Birds’ Nests in 8.8. 
Osmaston’s Disry, and readers may find I of interest in the 
{ght ofthe project under way in Veneurls, 


Experiment with Warblers 
| received an atticle of an interesting experiment canied out 
with the Intention of helping @ species which was being 
excessively predated upon. Itwas found thet the survival rate 
of Prinla cubflava was ratior low compared to Cistecola 
Juncids, anc srice both species were nesting In the same. 
‘area “if Prinias can be saved by being fed by the Cistaccia 
ane vice-versa, some nestlings may be saved by foster 


parenls". Two nestings of Pinia wera placod in the nest of 
fistacl and two nestings of Csacsia were Waserred © 
the Prinianast. Surprising there wasno obvious tose tnt 
mangthe parentaofbothncatsardi feeding’ other actiiee 
coniinued nomaly. The ulimats result was that on ist May 

thera were ta fledginns of Pina and twa of Cistacela, 
suniving. The parent Priria escorted the four feeglings and 
fed thom with seriaus care. All the 4 fedclings in the Prigia 
nestfaledto survive, s tenet esullwas thal by taneterng 
the Prinias tothe Cistaco'a nes there was a nat gain a 3 
Privias 


However, troug such experiments may be ofsome intellect 
interest tous humans hey might resul:ina sarious ecxlogical 
imbalance and should be avoided. 


| telephoned Machay Gad to fd out whether he agraes 
thatany disturbance ofeverts inthe natural wor, even minor 
(ones could ba harmful in the long run. One of the coints he 
put forward was that the Prnias i artfcially supported by 
hhurran action, might lose their atilty to develop stiategies 
‘agains! predation o* better resistance ‘0 the factors which are 
suppocedly leacing to their doaths. This is a subject for our 
ing birdwatsrers (Lavcumar, Uti, Chorpade, Santharam, 
kKrisnng, Subramanya, Aathessh Pitio ethers) to writs about 
\Wataild gatsome wothihile views abo. the extent whieh 
human baings can tamper wilh natural forces, supposedly for 
the ceneft of nature. 


Nature's Beckon 
Some years ego when Soumayadeep Dutta of this 
organisation stated to wrte fr our Nevseer, | suggasted 12 
him tat the name should be altered to Nature Bckon's 
However, I see thet my suggestion fas not bean accented 
but! am most impressed by the actvites ofthis o"zanisation 
‘They have oeen doing a great deal of wors on the ground 
through awareness programmes, nature camps, wildlife 
surveys, wildbird preservation camps, plantation and 
aforestation projects, rain forasts conservation, and iwollhoad 
support programms. Their address is : Nature's Beckon. 
Ward No.1, Datta Bar, DHUEAI - 783 301, ASSAM 
Ph, 03662-31087, Some of our reacers may wish to loam 
mote ahoutt their activities, 


Unnatural substitutes for wetlands and forests 
tt seems strange that euch an ‘advancad” country like the 
USA should have @ policy which oermts the cralnage of 
wetlands provided "hare is n0 net ass af wellands end land 
‘owners create or restore others.” This is akkn to the policy in 
‘ureaunty whieh cermits the destucion offerests, provided 
an equivalent area of barren land Is re-forested. Our 
Direwatching community will racogniss the abaurdty of tiese 
proposals. Anatural wetland or forestis the creation of 298s, 
‘where col, water, flora, and fauna intBiaciing wih che another 
creates a steble compeex, binding the ecosystem together. To 
destroy these long term assets is unforgivable end the US 
Aoademy of Science righlly pointed out that ‘substitute 
wetlands were a maller of convsnienes rather than ecology 
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‘nd taldng of wellands, fe recent move by the Word Dank 
and the UP. Govamment to dipin 1860 hectares of land for 
agriculture, shows that we have not learnt anyhhi-g in the last 
50 years from the vast propegands of WIVF : IUCN to explain 
to Governments. and the public that wetlands are not 
wastelands but ‘Liquid Assos” ofthe hichest importance. Our 
‘concer is spedialy for the 2000 Sarvs Cranes of the area, 


The wete Us trey inlabi (aud which ate oN under Urea) 
provide the tubers of Cyperus retundus In huge quaniitios as 
‘well as emall insects ard fish. Once the wetlands are drained 
the Sanus wil fsed entiraly on cutivatedflelds and thefannrs 
vill become ther enemies istea ule wenn oe betwee 

men and birds which is seen today. o 
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Trepang, 


P 
mong various items offorest produce for whic” |, as Forest 
liver ef the Andamans, was responsible, perhaps the 
strangest vere Sea-slugs, otherwise knawn as Tiepang, and 
Euibie Bircs’ Nosts. Tho irepang was an ugly, objectionable 
looking creature somewhat resembling a larga slug, but 
certainly arger than any stug | had evar metwith bafere. They 
‘were about 3 inchas long and broad in proportion and were to 
be found in reany localities hing on the sand alow tide Thay 
were caloctod and removadity a oontacior wo paida royelty 
to me as Forest Officer. The contractor sold trem to the 
‘Chinese who apparently consider them a delicacy. 


The Swilllaie Aullarulie uricolar response for the edible 
nests are small birds, no bager then sand marin. They 
frecuenl the coast-ine in the Andamans and live in 
commuritie, their nests bzing stuck on the roots af caves in 
the rock the nests are very pecu ier baing compesad of a 
‘er iersgatent colourless gelatine whicr Is sezreiec trom 
specal salivary glads by the female bd. The secreton is, 
first applied i a ‘eeky fluid concition butit rapidly harcore on 
exposure to the air The nastawhan complated isa nal-sciirar, 
fixed against the loping roo! of the cave in 5 horizontal 
positon. The diameter of each nest is only abcut 2 inches. 
‘The Chinese corsicer them a great delicacy and buy them by 
paying thair weigrt in sliver. An average nest weighs about 1/ 
2 ue. av Ul Qurweinent Royalty vain Ww alivul Po. f yet 
nest 


Ibid my cook te make me some soup fromm a few nests and | 
found itquite asicloss and uninterosting, The cortractor whe 
had purchesed the ighttoeslect these nests inthe Ancenens: 
remaved one crea in the keginning ofthe breeding season. A 
fortnight later arcther crap was allowed to be removed but 
aferthat no more, 

‘The third lot usually contained tacos of bioad mised with the 
inspisseted saliva showing that thera was an uncue strain 
the production of three nests in quick succession. The 
Contractor's men knew ost ofthe caves petronisad by these 
bids. Thoy thought they knew them all, but | discovered a 
smal well-concealed cave cn the Cingue Islands which had 
escazed their vigilance. I contained 50 beauiiu litle nesta 
cachwit two fresh eggs, which is the fll complement. Another 
‘eave, with mush larger dimensions, had te antranco ony uct 
‘above the water level. The opening was alternately cpen and 
Closed at the fall and rise of the swell, and it was fasclnatng 
to watch the biris waiting their tme to dart in and cut as 


Edible Birds’ Nests and Turtles 


From the Diaries of E. 8. OSMASTON (1904 - 1907} 


‘ofpemtunty oftred. 10 explore this ceve wes beyond me a3 
there was decp water below and t was also nearly dark 1 
think tt must have been a sanctuary 9 far a3 the contractor 
‘wes concemed 


Another small kind of Quittel woe oxsan curs nate uel 
asfino s2a-wesd, leaves etc. qlusd together with muclage to 
foi ts nest, but his nast wes not edble, Larca numbers of 
those brds built their nests under the woorlen roof of the 
Chatham sawmills, and they darted in and out without 
apparently being the least disturoed ty the continual roar of 
‘the machinery and the screeching of crcular and frame eave. 
‘The material largely used, in addon te the mucilage was 
omen heir, Winen the corivits v1: Une sletnd liad suet liad 
‘their annual haircut, the bids foundit « very aitable matoral 
Inone nestexamined by ma the bcd had inadvertently fermec 
‘a nocee of one fong nar and! found her with ner head in the 
‘noose, suspended lieless below che nes! 


Lurtles are fairly commen in the shallow seas round the 
Andamans. Tere are tivo sinds, tha larga vagstable feeding 
‘tle, which y'e ds turte soup, ard the Hamks-bil turtle, whi 
eeds on fish ana yeios torolsesnel|. Ine former Is he 
commorer of the vo, te ltlar the most vawuable, 


“The Andamanese hunt ine ede turleintheir Cugoul ceri02s 
‘onmoorlight rights. once accompaniod.a huntng pary. The 
faance waa lion out inte ahellow water with a sandy bottom 
ard padilled ganty sboutin the moarlgh:. A man, precicaly 
aed, stood in the bows aimed witha heavy spear The spear 
‘wes provided with a loose fitting barbed point which was 
atlachec to tho canoe by a long strong ling. As we moves 
about any turte passing us could be dislinelly seen agairst 
the white sancy bottom. Often Itwas tie shauiow’oF the tunis 
‘on the eand that fret attracted cur ationfon. Tre moment it 
Larnsared awaeily keoor the man in the bows he leat aif the 
‘canoe irto the water wth his spear held firmly beneath him 
aimed at the tile. If he had jumpes true the spear wouls 
strike somehere near the middle of the cerapace and with 
the weightof the rian behind i, the barbed soear-hosd would 
punts dovply. Dlieuly ihe an fete Fad mace a rit ne 
wihdrew the shaft of the spar and, coming to the surface, 
limbed quickly ito the cenoe. Now tho tug bogan between 
the poor turtle and the canoe, but t was an unequal contest 
and the turte was scon tired out draaged into shallow water 
andlited into the canoe. These hunts were frequently excitng 
‘and nol always Suocessful, The man plunging the spear must 
be exserienced otherwise the turtle will rarely be captured 
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he subject of ‘bird census’ has been writen about in 
several iaauiea atte Newaletir fer axamyple Wis, 1979, 
A census of the breeding biros of indie, 18(10): 18-15) and of 
‘Sourse several birdwatchers commented or wrate abeut their 
experiences of counting birds n the Asian Waterfowl Census. 
This sutjact has also ben addressed in various technical 
joumals like the JBNH8 and one piece which stands out is 
the overviow of bird ccunting methods (in coniox of Indian 
birds) by A. Gesion (1973, 72:271-283). Soapproacting the 
subject agein should be a dauntng task and the reader may 
wall adh wily Hintetd We dive ait The roaeun is Ure oot 
vary interesting covelopments by way of fed exercises and 
‘workshoos have happened over the course of an year end | 
wish tn shara my expariancas and alan, if may da soma 
loud thinking in the progess. One oF the events last year was 
fa bird census at Nalsarovar bird sanctuary in Gujarat about 
wrich Lurote in en earierissue of the Newsletter (‘Counting 
blids at Naisarovar’, May-June 2000). Another eve: 
suusequerily and also in Gujaral, was a workshop on bi 
census methods at Hingolgadh about which | in:end to write 
now, Bul counting birds isa dicey business and the primary 
question of couree is, why count birds", a all 


nile traveting to Hingolgadh to cartcipate in the two day 
workshop on Terrestrial and Waterbird Count and wetland 
Survey cf Gujarat State (ergenizedby the GEER Foundation 
fon 3-4 Auguet), | broosos over the quootion. Some of tho 
reascns which | could think ofwere he following: todetermine 
Population sizes of endangered birds, to determine the 
conservation sigrficance of asite, to address bird community 
composition changes, to determine whether habitat 
management practices have worked and ‘inaily, In 
‘coceriments. In tc last category Ls experiments | began to 
thinkaf my awn experiences of ecunting Oyetoreatehers, while 
doing my poate sticige atthe Inszuta of Terrestral Eeclegy 
in England (See my artcle. The ablity of wintering waders t2 
compensate for lost feeding time Newelater 38(3)51-52), 
‘As the number o' birds increase on the feeding grounds the 
[process of interference ests in and each bird then spends 
‘More time tignting wit omners aver too2 hems. anc in the 
process ends up spending less time on gathering food. Ths 
‘Oystereatchers wthich I wes studying from ¢ hide in the Exe 
‘estuary in South England, dstibuies themselves on amtssol 
bed andone vayto estimate their dansities wasto counttheir 
numbers (using a telescope) in imaginary 20 m squeres. 
However, 0 be more accurate we marked out the square 
bbaundaries by sticking up empty plastic bottles and then 
became easier te estimate densities In these equares. 


“The other question ia, how ara birds cenaused?’ Ths io an 
Interesting one because bird ceneus methods are several and 
ssonne haste chanes a mathad carcfilly, keeping in view the 


ABDUL JAMIL URFI, Department of Envirenmertal Biclogy, University of Delhi, New Delhi 110007 


Bird Census 


species, its habitat and above all the ‘weasor” for counting, 
Whio in come cacse a whsletetal count i@ mado, in sthor 
cases the population is sampled anc poptlation indices 
derives. Usually. for endangores birds, an aperenersion frst 
surfaces fat a articular species is declining ard ths leads 
to conservation action, the first exercise in which is to 
determine the eaaut maniber of dial opocivs. Fur Tistanee 
the Siberian erane once Used te winter in sizeasle numbers in 
‘several wetlands in North India but towards the middle of the 
lastcerturyits wintering ground became restictsdto Kecladeo 
Ghena in Bharatpur. Inside the sanctuary its numbers were 
easy To montor in tne riocks separated ty cunds. lil Te 
4980's its numbers touched 40 and than, inthe late 1990'sr9 
sibes wera geen in some years. 


Now, Siberian canes are resiicted 1 a pantcular area ana 
£0 counting anc montoring them was easy. But what do we 
‘do when the bircin question is nat so lacalised, PrakeshGcle, 
trom Ezological Scciety (Puno), had an apprehension that 
‘semus crane was declining innumters throughout the courtry 
andsoin 1967 he launched a project to astmats hair nurabers. 
Since f was no! possbie to count each and every sarus he 
Gocded to use @ sampling msthad — a variant of the line 
transect method Along with birdwatchers from different states 
ho traveled in a motor vehicle in the sarve homeland and 
countod the tirds (He askedme to oin hr when ne surveyed 
the northern hapitats of sarus in te states of wesiem Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana and Dalh and wo traveled deo in remote 
ists ‘cn emall ocuntly roade). At tho and ef Ho atudy 
Prakashjihad survayed some 20,000 square kr of land ard 
he estineted that the toial numbar of Sarus in the courtry 
‘was somewhere close to 12000. 


‘Tha oraat Indian hustaret (GIA) — anather endangered hits 
formerly exsing overlarve par of India, Ie now resticies to 

tes, with he majorty being in Rajasthan, 
‘Alatmed ats decline the BNHS started a majer projectin tho 
1960's, as we al know, to estimate is numbers and studs 
uve vaun problenn. For Abad aay the Fee oT be 
Fofct tha fret tase therefor wae fo ty to esimate the size 
Gf the GIB population in the country. Since “his spacies is 
tachi dsttbuted (and does not ocew in as predctable @ 
manne: asthe sarus does inmost healhy looking laige sized 
vetaris) the epproach of ttl counts in those months when 
the birds concentrate for breeding was adopted, However, 
tesides sight records, inteligent guesses were also made 
based on interviews with local people ard marry independent 
0urves, Data supplies by one was crose-cheeked with other 
sourvels). Also several local naturalists, omithologsts end 
cffisiais trom the concemed forest denartments were 
coniactedintervened requenty. In apreimnary assessment, 
Rahmeanl estimated thatthe total numberof Gle were beween 
1500-2003, However, a caretulre-assassmert done In 1554 
sugyested that the number of GIB's in India could be even 
Inoe net more than 1020. 


* The avtrar wea previeualy wth Sundarvan Nature Diszovery Cane, Akmedsbad but hee, since Jaruary 2001, 


shifted to Delhi ard joined the Debi University asa facily 
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‘Sometimes when ornithologists addrace community 
ccmpostton issues they ask the question, What is the 
diference i bird alversity between 2 arsas or plo's? Bird 
versityis an indicator of the cversity of habitats and so this 
questonis realy not about any crs particular species but the 
fete eonmunty oF oias Ina given ares. Mary Daniels, 
Madhav Gedoi and collaborators asked the question. What 
ie the difference in bird dveraity between lase disturbed 
evargresn ‘nes: (with rans canopy) and madarataly 
disturbed semievergroen forest {wit more patchy canopy) 
in the Uttar Kanara district of Karnataka? They used the 
method of line transect t2 estmate densities of diferent 
species of tirds and from this data estimated various civersity 
and species rictness indves. They concluded tet he diversity 
of birds actuelly increases i> certain disturbed plots ea 
‘compares ‘0 plots having natural tacts of vegetation and 
attrizuted this to the creation of 8 more heterocanaous 
conviranmertal ecime, permitting several tysesof bird spzcies 
to coaxst (‘The exge efec). 
And finaly, forconservatinn ehudias having somaasimate of 
bird populations is essential and in programs such es 
idontiving ‘Important Bird Areas’ (IBAS) a rough count is 
perhaps all rat may be needed. But scmetimes habitat 
managers andwarcienscf titdsanctuanes want tc know, Now 
many individuals of cach species exst in various habitats, to 
determine whether their hacitet management practioes have 
rrken, In casa ci various lige areas, ihe meviodo’ srafiod 
rendorn sampingis employed .e the specific hablats are fi 
identiied and then ineash one, birds are oountadin randomly 
selectac blocks, The bird count at Nalsarover, reported eater 
‘alls in this category 
or me workshop at Hingoigzan, mne organizers tton GEER, 
Foundation had spelled an information peckage and | quote 
below @ shor passage trom it regarding the alms and 
cbjecives cf he mesiing, artng (loa certain extont waterfowl 
ve do nor have athand, taluka wise data base indicating rarity 
oF abumntancy of afferent bed speuies Liu groups. Te fi his 
gap GEER (Gujarat Ecology and Education Research) 
Fourdsiion seoks todetermine deny and rate o! encounter 
us Utforoil suevivergruaps anciin wun derive sultable indices 
suggasting relalive abundance of different spesiesigrouns for 
slifereit taluka of the state. In the inaugural session of te 
workshop, McH.8.Singh- the Director of GEER Foundation, 
vile elabreting upon tre abjectives ofthe workshop further, 
emitted very car! dy thacaometimea the forset dosnrment 
even deubied their own figures on oird populations and so 
the nzed te evolve atandordized methods for ed aeneus wae) 
inoreacingly being ‘ett 


‘The highlight of the first session of the workshop was a 
propased plantora state wide bird ceneus prepared by GEER. 
Foundation edentistDrXeten Tatu. Accordingto the plan Dr 
Tatu cuggzeted, the entire state should be sempled at the: 
levelof tluca —ths smalles! administrative unin the folowing 
rranner, Each taluka could be divided into a number of 
'5K5 sy km grids. For the purpose ot samgling some of the 


Figure te shows hypotnovea! taluke divided into 5x8 ken grids. 
As an exarnle. ards 4 and 5 are selected for bird censusina. A 
‘nen. long ransee fs lald perpendicular tothe metalled road 
for tls purpose (Redrawn irom origina). 


calls chouid be randomly selected (Figure 1) and inside the 
calla trancect of sey thm, percendcular te a read cculd be 
laid cut end bires could bo counted on c otrip, 29 ahowen in 
Figure 2, on a praset date and timo, by ll birdwatchers of he 
state, in their localites 


Au inisiesting disuussion (ollewed soon after Dr: Talus 
prosertatian. Many questions were asked, such ae: why @ 
line transect mefnod and why not a ‘pcint earning erathod, 
or just recording encounter ralas? Sorre part ciparts fet that 


fe ad 
Figure2. A grid to show how the line transects iaid Birds are 
bpropaced te he counted In a erin £9 mon shor sida (N1) te 
‘dciticn, vires seer beyond the siro should also be counted 
(2) Consity ie estimated a8: 

Nite ye Nr+Na) 

2a Nz 

sahera = with af tae cin (oy Sten) 
=longth of the transect 
[Mi= Number of tirds countedin the stip extending upto 69 m 
{2 = Mumber of bids counted beyond the strip. (Tha above 
formula token from the GEER meeting background papers) 
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by this mathod many types of bids would not be accurately 
paneiced The langih of tre tancact itself was the ajc af 
much discussion and ths is quite understandable since the 
transact length has te he macified keeping in view the 
objectives of the exercise, the habitat and the species. As 
Androw Gaston puts it, ‘If the objective is to assoss the 
opuiation of bulbuls in a scrub and then a transect of few 
km would sufice bet 2 suitable fength for coursers might 
involve a jeep ride of atleast 50 km in the desert” 


In any concue program each and every epesies sannat be 
ccensused and so efforts have to be focusedoncertain species 
fried grouns.Inthis ennteet, ant stmrisingly‘rasirenthinds 
also came up for discussions at Hingolgadh ard in a very 
interesting manner too. Some participants emphaszed that 
‘we' should be more concemed about ‘our’ birés (meanna 
breeding residents of Gujarat) and not worry about brds from 
outside (mearing migrants). Interestingly, the emphasis on 
‘ours’ Seemed reminiscent of statements mace by some 
prominent public figures of Gujaral recently, opposing the 
propesal to relocate some lons rom Gir sanctuary toa site 
ouside une state (Staten ets tke, fu se pile ul Que, 
we will cot ellow a single fon to be taken out from Gujarat 
(t0). But of eourea, much oan be eaidin defence ofthe native 
and as far as bid carsus are concerned thare ara solid 
scientific reasons (and actually no emctional ones) why 
censusina atlasting programs should focus crimariy on 
breeding residents, 


‘Sevvial vir suggests also caine up durtry the course of 
Ciscussions ard perhaps one of the most signiicantone was 
abou! the nead to monéor hetonries, # resouites wth which 
Gujarat is paricularly well endowed. Being 2 cencanvation 
ofbreedingaffort nme and space, herontiasare particularly 
vulnerable fo destruction, mere s0 since many of them lie 
‘outside the protected areas in vilage ponds and wetlands in 
the countryside 


Towards the ord uf te eeuuid day, 4 visilly pleased 
M:HLS.Singh wrapaed up the workshop, and announced that 
the mociing had baen vary succosstul. The first cbjcctve, he 
ssid, was to have a proper discussion on bird census 
tecrriques and this had happened very safstectoriy, The 
second obiective was to create a forum for amateur 
birdwatchers of the state where they could meet and share 
their expariencas. Someone lamented that e cause for concer 
‘was that there were not many young people now taking up 
birdwatching and somiewnere we’ [ine older generaton) rac 
faled. Caressing my selt end pepper hair with my ingets, | 
eoually lovhed exviand ad lived thal there wore asluelly 
quite a numbor of black hosds siting in the sundapplod 
{grounds So inepto of trese failures there hed indeed bean 
ew roonite, Then ee I prepared tn laave for Ahmadaha | 
recalled poem in Urdu titled 'A Boy’ by Akhtar-Ullman, which 
I hadread many yea‘e cao. | reproduce't below ints Enalich 
‘translation by A A Suroor. 


A Bo; 


1 ell he boy ‘thatthe spark Is dead 
which ence longed to burn away 
Allthe garbage of the worla” 


The boy smiles softy end says 
‘That's ie. See am alive’ 


Postserint: Much ike Woraswon'sUatfoaiis meenngs such 
asthe above one, flash upcn thatinward eye! and encourage 
fone tothink and rofect upantho subject | wite belowa couple 
ff points on the subject of ied cansus, abut which Thave 
bean thinking, for coneiceration by fellow flrdwatshers 


1. Mood for preparatory exersioea! While we allagresthatit 
is going tobe veluntary inputs rom amateur bitdwatchers that 
is gcing to go into produce reports on bird cistbutions (nu: 
like ths AMVC and Salim 4li Cound some oreiminary exercis=e 
‘eed io be done inthe fed frst. very fundamental ecologioal 
exercise defore any studlesof the above kind are unzeriaken 
Is 70 understand now bra recorang relies f birawatoning 
cfr, in torms of routs spent in the fleld or number of km 
‘overed ato, for a variely of bid habitsis and seasons. Tho 
‘ganaral nalira of sinh eelafonshine ie docsribed in Figure 2 
‘Such exercises need to be bull in the study crogram in orcer 
to standerdize the inputs from volunteers. 

2. A broeding birds atlas: As the rsadars would knows an 
atlas is a pictorial representation cf bird distributions and 
densitss (and also charges in populations If the exerdse is 
repeated periadically and each time the populatons are 
compared with a pre-set baseline) acrcss a defined 
geagraprical area. wow witn aavancas in crining technolo, 
Which erable dala lo ba presented in a visually appealing 
menner, atlsses provide for easy and quick assessment of 
bird dotibuione. A vary fin example el recent alatesie tho 
"Breeding birds atlas for the U.K and Irland (1982) which 


SPeciE CCUM IE) 


EFFORT 


Figure 3.A eiagram toshovr how the numberof speciesrecorded 
(cumulaiive) cen relate to birdwatching eifort. Two types of 
Siuadon ae Gephvted vine Ly @ ould thw ai Ug ull by 
‘dotted line but in realy tne curve.can assume any shape. 
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has maps depicting dstribuiion, abundance and changes in 
censites since an earier study, formostaf the birds breeding 
in the Britsh Isles. 


Read's ull socal thatthe idea for having an atlas for Indian 
birds has apnaered before aver the pages af ha Newsiettar 
and quite a fo oditerzis havo cleo discussed this thame. 
The plan discussed at Hngolgadi workshop dozs seem to 
have certzin similarities wit an atlasing program in that it 
invisages state wide bid alstra.ton profile downto the evel 
of ataluke, Bulil seers o be lacking in te rigour needed :0 


produce a bird allas ane alas, appears lu be an elatoraie 
xeroise to compile bird dats et the taluka ‘evel, m2 manner 
akin to procucing the civ administrators gazelle, 
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The Nesting of Pitta brachyura in the Konkan, 


Maharashtra 


SATISH A, PANDE, C-0, Bhosale Park, Sshakamagar 2, Pune 41t os 
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(Nesting Material-Twigs of Acgola epp. fibres, grass blades, 
(Casuannia ecuseifcia needles, poos, palm-lealshveds. Ihe 
nest is emcothened from inside as if plastered. The nest 
cenirance is ateraly claced ard is izerelly covered with wet 
slimy metoral. Verftus af chiaks? Slime dus % continued 
rain since the nesiingis duting the SW Monsnon? Nest tilet 
is practised by tha parents in the early chase ae they aro 
to cary the shitpouches ofthe cricks. Later the chicks 
shit outside tha nesis oy tuming ther baoks towards tho 
cenitance which may inc:ease ‘he slime atthe entrance. The 
is placed en aherzontal Utter al potion ofa Lai 
usually ina fork with the snares facing towarcsthe proximal 
brench from where the parents approach the nest. Tho 
incubeting ritalocksfie-ce and anary duets the typical head 
pattern, whichis the enly potion ofthe brd visible from outs do 
and a hissing sound is occasionally emited by the chicks 
nen the nest s approaches, 
Food: Grasshoppers, ocus's, ants, earthworms, worms, eral 
butefly, fz, [zard, cleade, moth, aragonfly, mud-wasp. 
‘Pavenial Care:- 601 parenis tsea me chicks, which 1s 
Confirmed though they lack sexual dimorphisin, by the fact 
thet bath are seen agethar on several socacione. Troy 
exercise great caution while approaching the nest in the 
presence of obsewves. 
Incubation - The incubation period has no: boon worked out 
and It needs further study. This note is prepared with the 
intention of highigntng the fact that the Incien Pita dees 
‘commonly nest in the Konkan. The Harwbuok by Sabie Al 
and D. Fipley staias that the resting of the Indian Pitts Is in 
the North and Central Indie. The recect publcation Brds of 
‘The Indian Subcontinent by Ricard Giimelt, Tim and Carol 
Inskipo fas mentioned thatthe Indian Pte nests upto Nert> 
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Karnataka, but it has given only the former range of 
distroution, indicating thet recent data from the Konkan and 
‘Southoin India is not available. The book by Reniit Daniels 
also mentions the distribution upto Noth Kamataka. Since 
we are working on the photographic guido to The Birds of The 
Konkan and The Wesiatn Ghats and are theraby assessing 
the current local avian status, we thought to kriely highlight 
‘these interesting recent observeticns, The data indicates that 
nesting is very much prevalent in the Konkani and turther 
search willreveal several nests allover the Konkan, The area 
largely remains igncred in the monsoon seascnsince the raiis 
‘ave Lorential and movement ie dificut. Itis only because of 
the increasing awareness amongst the local bircwatchers, 
many ef whom are my frlends and have shared all thoir 
‘obeervatione whale heartadly, that! coud get an opportunity 
‘of visiting, documenting end confirming the nests mentoned 
in ths cepart Photographie dacsimentation has also bean 
possible by persistently braving the onslaught of the morsoon, 


Plumage of the Chicks : The chicks have a bight scaret 
gepe which eventually tums to yelowish safron-orange. The 
beak ia elzo scerlet with a black pet. The lego are eearot 
‘The inital plumage shows.@ spiny appsarance'o the feathers, 
which attracts a simile wit the porcupine amongst the jargon 
fof the local itehwatcheral The underparts of fe immature 
birds are slaty grey (Not brown) and the white chin patch is 
also much narrawer, the latter two fealures oeing diferent 
fromwhatis ilusiratedand mentonedin heexsting terete, 
But since the birds ara said to undergo @ complete moult, 
those cifecences are of Coubttulsigificance and to say that 
‘remote possibilty of the pita seen in te Konkan may be @ 
differant subspecie may bs taking the subject co far. However 
ltwoute be interostng to etudy bit further on these lines. 


‘eat Predation: This appaars to ba Sanificant. The cups 
are crested hank eagle ‘ous ttee-ip,bluefaoed malkoha, 
coucal, cw-suspect, sce one nest was destroyed a night 
‘Occurence and Migiaton:= The pitta is frst heard in the 
Kenkan n Uisy. The nesting acivy commences in ine 
ends in September. The pitlas are usually not seen in tho 
Konkan affer November. when they stat eppeating in the 
Deccan. Several such nstances of the pitas, uvenies ard 
aus, fourd exhausted and rascued have been encountered 
from Noverber cnwarts. | am aware of at lost 3 authentc 
reporis and rescues, supplemented by phctos from Thane 
(Me. Hema Gupte), Nasik (Mt. Satish Ranace), Solapur (Ve. 
Shashikant Chinchot). 

‘Simulaneous Nesting inthe Localiy:- Within an area of £0 
mis of the various resis of he Indian pita active nesis of 
common iora, blackcapped blackbird, tickels flyeatche, 
redvented and redwhistored oubul, pin pene, ashy pinia, 
ttreeoed andsmali blue Kingfishers, taler br, blackxeaded 
oriols, whitobackad munia, large cuckoo-shrike and 
blecknapec monarch were incidentally noticed. Interesting 
cen one cocasion a grey tt wes seen to came near the pitals 
rest and peep within, when the chicks showed some hasty 
movement. 
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Tietetowinacbseratons were made daing pated 8 
months (May 2000 to Deveraber 2000) fre Gogelao 
Enclosure, Nagaur. Tha checklist isa by product of our reguar 
Visits, meent for the study of the Indian Gazelle inthis area. 


Climate and Topography 

Gogslaa Enelosure with an area of S sq km, is located on 
25° *2"N latitude and 73° 43' Elongitide in the western side, 
‘only 2 km awsay from Nageur City Rajasthan. The land form 
of thie enclosure is 2 plain with a few sand dunes at the 
‘Soutiem de, average fain fall's 389 mm, temperature vanes 
fhom 1°C to 48" C annually, wind Bows here insummec with a 
velocity of 30-40 kamph and sand storms in surimerare very 


Floral Diversity 


Tne enclosure hes a typiosl desert scrub grassland type, 
represented by Acacia torts, Capparis decidua and Prosopis 


‘Sumit Dcokia” and Dr. B.R,Dookiai,* Rasoarch Scholar, Dept. Of Zoology, JN.V.University, Jodhpur (Ral) 
+# Head, Dept. Of Zoology, Govt. FG. College, Negeur 341001 (Raj) 


cineraria as a top canopy but the threat of spreading denso 
Prosopis atllansis can be sean in patches in the enclosure 

‘Some cther common associates of the vegetation cover are 
Mimosa hamats, Lycicum barbaram, Crotalaria burhis, 
Tephrosia purpurea and Ziziphus sp. forming middie canopy 
and grasses of this area are Cyperus sp.,. Cenchrus bflorus, 
Cenchrus ciliaris, Cynacon dectylon and Dectyloctenturn 
‘sinaieum, Ornithocgical observations were recorded at 15 day 
intervals. Birds were identifed with ths halp of binooular 
(10x50, Shefied Russian madel, characteristics and speci 
Calls of the birds as descibed by Woodcock (1980) and Ali 
and Ripley (1987) were referred to fcr identifying the birds. 

‘Observations ware recorded on data sheets especialy 
prepared for the purpose. The Idenlifed bird species have 
been listed (Teble 1, following All and Ripley (1983) 


(Other Fauna 


‘The major mammalian fauna of the Gogelao Enclosure are 
Indian Gazello, Nilgal, Desont Fox, Mongoose, Dasert Hare 
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and Desert Gatils. Amongst non-manmalian fauna, many Family: Upwsdee 
kinds of Arthropods, Amphibians and Reptiles are easiy £7. Hacone (769), cups epops 
encountered, Family: Pld 

23. Gocetactad woedpecker (819). Dinariom henghalansa 


Discussion 
A totel of 5¢ different terrestrial birds ware idntiled over a 
ppetiod of 8 months frem May 2000 to Dec. 2000. A to'al of 28 
familioe ace teprocanted here, out of which, Family 
Musccapidae is the mos! dominant [8 sp.) followed by 
Acciptridae represen'ed by 6 eps. Slumidee rapresented by 
'5 sp. anc Anatidae and Columpicas each raprasenting 4 sp. 


2 Yolontonted ioc woodpecker (817), 
Faun: Audie 


30. Ruste int rk (282), 
5, Crested lar (228), 


Family: Hinririge 
{Dusky eargmartn 819), 


Prooizes mhratonss 


Anmaranes pooner 
ore eke 


rune concolor 


(See Tebie Mo. 1). 


Table 1 
‘The birds identfied are listed below: 

Family Ardlcne 

4 atta agent (aa Pots le 

Family Accpiides 

2, Bleckninged hte (124, Hlarus caseleus 

2. Parente (9, ‘Mas gran ovine 

a Shia (139), ‘ecoie boaiue 

5. Tauny ade (158, ‘aguls apa vndhana 
6 nian whvebscked wire (18s), Gyps bengalaras 

77. Egyplan er scavenger vlur (186), Neoetvan perencpionss 
Family Prasientiae 

8. Grey prtige (248), Frarcoleus ponlcoranus 
‘8. ungle bush qua (255), Perc astatea 

40, Connon poatonl (811), aus ofstatas 

11. Damcialle Crane (8), Anitropoidee igo 
Family, Butiridas 

12. Steno Curow (135), Lumines ossionerve 
Family, Craraiiéae 


19 Retwatod Lapwng 8, 
Family Praroaiiaa 
14 Indian sanrgraica (487, 
Family. Cambie 


Vans inoue 


15. Blue reck pigeon (518), Columba ia 
16. Indan rng dove (4, Swoptepalla decaocto 
117s ttle devo (635), ‘. ranquebonica 
11. Litle Bonn of senegal cove 541), 5. senegalensis 
Faniy. Pstacase 
19, Roseringed Pavetoet 50), Psitaeue tremor 
ramiy. Cocursae 
20, Carman nank-oukca 

brent Bia (572), vests van 
21.Cromphaseont or coucal (860), Canvorus sinensis. 
Family Stigleaa 
22. Grest homed owloreagle-owl (627), Suto bubo 
28 Spated Ove 22), ‘irs rer 
Fanily Arosa 
124. House Swrt (705 pus ates 
Faiy Meropidaa 


25, Green bee ~ ester (750), 
Famty: Corecess 
26, Infan ole er Bue By 756), 


ltersps ovens 


Covacias banahsensis 


ami: Lanidae 

9. rey ane (as, anus excusior 

534, Rutoustacked shite (046), in eanao 

Fam: Derarste 

{®. Slack congo orking-cow (965), bruni adie 

Famty Swrsiseo 

1%. Slacihesced mya (994), “Stymie eagedanim 

537. Rosy pastor (9), S.rosous 

%. Staring (657, ‘Sulzer 

BS. Gomme (1000, masta ois 

©. Bank myna (1308), angioma 

Family: Covidas 

41. House com (1048, Earns plevians 

‘@ Raver (i059), ecowe 

Famiy: Pycsonetine 

43, Whitechecked nubul (123), Pyenanolis ucogerys 
Tacos 

46, Redroniod ball (408), nonte 

Family: Musccepides 

45, Common bebbia (1254), Turdeties caxtate 

48. Large ray babble: (1250) Tematalni 

47. Rufaustonted won-warblr (1508), Panis buchanan 

48, Rurous shat (164), Eneivopygia gaacetes 

49, Black rete (1671), Phoaaicuts oot ures 
Dhoaricurcisee 

©. Plod bush erat (1720), Serena capt 

1, Plad chat (172), Gananthe pata 

2 Inn bin (1720), Soxcaboties fica 

Fam, Necanndse 

3, Purple sundra 197), ectanni asatea 

Family: Poceldaa 

4, House sparow (1850), -asser domusicss 

5S. Baya (057, Pecexs phipcinas 

£8, Common slveril er 

Whitethostes muna, 1985), ‘Lanctura mslabercs 


“Numbers mertioned in parenthesis are bird nunbers civen by Al 
end ila, 1967 
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Vulture Sightings in National Chambal Sanctuary, Etawah 


eit 


| gzatjgtoet ite detnng of vtures inthe aides of Dr 
ISM, Satheesan (WW/F-Incia Network Newsletter 1998, 92); 
19-18) and Dr. Vibhu Prakash (Iombil! 1399, Jul-Sep.: 28- 
29), Nowadays, itis nat easy to locate wuitures, one thriving 
In the district. Decline in vulture population [s an alerming 
cotuation in tho district as wall. Yukures play an important role 
in the evo-system by feeding on arimal careass and clean 
she enuréament 


Table 1 shows the eightings of vultures overthe past h 
in National Chambal Sanctuary (NCS), Etavah. in addition, 
vulture sightings outside NGS are also mentioned, 


A pair of writebacked vultures breed regulatly on a mango 

2 at Sarsai Nawar situated north of Etawan. Two ortivee 
vultures can be sean on the traa avery day. Ihe eoaver 
vultureis the commorest velture species in the dtl’ More 
than ty ofthese vullues are found near the slaughter rouses 
oo Elawah, Bekewar, Kharpur, Autiysand Phapnundrogulriy. 
Nesis sre buit In NCS on lodges of revinesans in o*herareas. 
of tho district. | raad about viral diseases In vuitres ia an 


RAJEEV CHAUHAN, Scorctary Gonoral, Sooloy for Conservation of Nature, 575. Karamgen| 


Punjabi Colony, Etawa, Uttar Pradesh 208 001 


attots of Lina Rosalind (Nensletie for Brdwaicher, 2000, 40, 
(2): $8.9), Alected vultures sit etvargically with their heads 
hanging iow, butin E:awah, the vullures apcear lobe healthy, 
as successful nesting of vultures is a positive sign, 


My house is stuatod close to Dalh-Howra ralvay track which 
is a very buey track Near the rallway track is an old Pespal 
tiga, wnich was the roosting sile ct 300-400 whitabacksd 
voles ure! 1984. Ten years ago, a bullale was killed on Fe 
track yaa tral All he whtebacked vultures flew dawn to he 
buffalo for teecing. after atew minutes anotier train came on 
the same tok. The tran criver wanted tomake thamfly away 
sche bawthe hernbul they dic notleave, land several ther 
peodle there, tied to disturb ham by Iiraaring stones but 
they did not leave. The tain passed over the vullures arid 
‘this eccident mors than a hundred whitebacked vulies were 
kilec anc several inured. Many acimele die ey rains, cutnow 
not € single whitebacked vutue comes tor feeding cn their 
carcass. This sign of he decline of whitebackas: vultures. 


Table 1; Vulture sightings in NCS, Elawah district, Utar Pradesh, 198-2000. 


Spesies Date Place Nos Remarks 
King Vulture Taterpar ‘Sang banks of iver Yarrura 
Sarcogyps calvus Birar Sand bank of river Crambal 
Panctriada 1 Sand barks of iver Yamura 
Bharoh i Sand banke of ver Yarrura 
Chekerpura 1 Sand banks of river Chamba 
Panctnada, 1 Sand banks of river Yamura 
Inaien, Gyanpra 4 Sand banks of river Charnbat 
Longbiled Maia Suda 2 Siting on ledges of ravines 
vulture Mahua Suda 2 On the nest builtin tedgve of ravines 
Gyps trates Manu Sida a Sittne on the ledges of ravines with one 
vero 
285.99 Mata Suda 3 Sand bank ef river Chambel with one juvenile 
vmtebacked 62.96 Sioa a Ona carcass 
volture 9397 Gyanpura 53 Ona carcass 
G.bongalensis 9.397 Bihar 3 ‘Sand sank of river Crambal 
18.1.0 Jagiol 7 In agrieutural fala 
Stavenger 145.00 Bhareh to 660 Sand banks of river Yamura 
Vulture Neophren Panchnada 


percnopterus 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


PARADISE FLYCATCHER (Coylon race?) IN GHAZIAZAD. 
De. AK GUPTA, 710887, 8.9 Lofia Market, Ghaziabad, 


lam delighiestotellyou that saw a group of paradise fyeatchers 
(Terpssphore paradis) here in Ghaziabad. Or 30-6-01 | 
accomperied my son tothe Hincon Airiorce Station, about km 
‘rom my house, Dr. Pratibha informed me yestamigit about the 
presence of soma brdsin te area. lwent wih Coline Handgulde 
and Salim Alls book, and of course my rowel binoculars 


First of allwe saw one female in her usual cclours, fully orange 
fon the doveal surface andl a black head. Thon m9 e2atin a full 
‘grown mala, all white with ts black hed. Then anothar female 
Soon after we were surpised to see an orange ecloured bird, 
shaped exacty 26 the mala we saw eat. ful long til leahors, 
under surlace all white, ht with the dorsal surlace all orange 
[see plata 95 of Grimmett etal. for pictures of tha two memphis 
Feitor| 


‘This group of 4 P.F's were on a babsol tree and occasionally 
landing on neem & shesham trees nearby. We found the nest, 
2M wide & 216" deep in which the female was locatad 
presumably meubaung. 


[After this exciting encounter wit the fycatchors we wore loss 
interested in the otter birés around, but there were some which 
‘caught our attention. There were many pied crested cuckoos on 
lecinc wires, and « chesinul headed bee-eater which | sew for 
‘heirs time. | noticed that unike the common grsen bes-eater R 
dd not have prqjectng tat teathers. 


Iictne otterbirde tea: cats egret, ete, pesto, redwatled 
lepning, wer pigeon (Teranphoericeoter) colared dove itl 
brown dove, blue rack pigecn, roseringd parakeet alsadine 
parakoct, koe! (abundant bah malo & fomac), whtcbroested 
Kingishar, common grey hombil, hoopoe, coppers, groan 
harbet(Mzeylanice) gb. woodpecker redverted bull, ian 
tobn, orown rockchet (Gersomels fuses) eahy pina, jungle 
Dabble large grey Eabble, brahminy myne, ped myna,conmon 
myna, naan te pe, black Congo, house crow. A golden anclo 
‘wes seen by ane in our party 


aa 


EXTENSION OF RANGE OF MALAYAN NIGHT HERON 
Gorsachlus melanoloohus?. ASHISH KOTHARI, Kalpavaksh, 
Apt § Shree Dutta Krupa, 08 Deccan Gymkhana, 
Puna 417 008. 


On the merning of 16 Ans, 2904, | went for a wall through the 
Bagdogra Heszive Forest (Kurssorg Division) on the outskits 
of Bagdogia town in norh Bongal, along with RuchiPant of ATREE 
‘andmycoleague onthe National Biodiversty Strategy and Action 
Plan technical core group, Seema Bhatt. The vegetation is a 
Alsturbed stand ot mixed sal (Shorea rotusta) forest. At one pamnt 
ve saw a largish bird thal flew sieaily up ancithrough tie ees, 
Possinly detured by Ruch’s dogo. Atfrst! thought t mast be & 
Serpent eagle or some owl, but az it came ino focus In my 
hinoatiars | nntced that # wae a hamn af sae flow nna 
again through the trese, sllenty, and ested on a. horizontal 
branch, about 100 metres away. It was then that | noticed its 
colours, the very distinctly rufous neck, Back con, brownish 
wings, and a distnetly bush base of the Deak. | was conlused 
boul its identity, 9s | knew that night herons (Nycticorax 
ayeicoray frequenttees, bul ate usualy n groups and anyway 
have no such ccloute, On refering to Grimmett etal. (1828), 1 
‘nid definitely identy asthe Malayan night hecan Gorsachus 
‘meanolophus.. The description in tals book says it is “mainly 
rostral and ‘stalin Camp planes inforest undergionth euriig 
‘he day. flushed, fos of silently into 2 nearby thickly folaged 
ree" There isa similer descrpton fh Ali and Fiploy (1983). Gur 
sighting was In brozd dayigtt (arcund’7-30 am), andi though i 
4id fy off inte a treo, i romained foc 2 few minutes on a clear 
;anch, and thon walked up the branch inl the foliage. 


Alana ripley (138) nclude Assam ancManpurin ts aistritston, 
but give no more specfics. Grimmet et. a. gve the alstrbution 
‘ofthis species as "NE India, wit the map ehowing it voburtiig 
much furfer ecot (Asoam, Nagaland, Arunschell than north 
Bongal, The autiors ae cay that the bird ie “probably undor- 
recorded because of iis secretive and noctural hails” Our 
sighting confims this chservation, end itis indeed passibla that 
‘he species fs feund in a much wider disribution in nort-cast 
Inda. iis also not necessariy found only in “dense evergroan 
broadleavad forest", as Grimrnettet al. record, but seems 9 also 
bo found in disturbed moist dociducus forest such as this one. 


As <1ys Kezmietozak (pers. comm. has cautioned, one sighting 
may not ba adecuata to ustty a conc vsion thatthe bird's range 
is wider than cuxently recorsed. However, it would certainly be 
worl folowing up on ths Ieed, and if any readers have similar 
observations, I would te gratsful to hear cf thom. 

It would asobe perinent io mention that ihis Reserve Forest is 
unger severe pressure due tc rampant ileza felling, Ruchi Pant 
reports that in the two yea's that they have deen based in 
Bagdogr, they have seen tvisibly receding. A substantial amount 
of the fling seems to be fo feadthe fumiture and timber market 
In reaiby towns. We saw qui a civersily of birds, and it would 
De a shame to le this patch of forest, 


Reterences 


A,S. end Pipley.S. Dion, 1965, Handbook ot me Bre otinala end 
Palin : Consect Pilon Oxford Universi Prete, Delhi 


Grinwnet Hislop, Cy sid Inekipps T1898. Bids of Me lnc 
‘Subcontinont. Oxford Univeraty Proce, Da 
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LARGE FLOCK OF REDVENTED BULBUL FEEDING ON 
EUCALYPTUS BLOOM AT PENCH TIGER RESERVE, MADHYA 
PRADESH. HS.4. YAYHA, Chairman, Department af Wide 
Services, Aligarh Musi Unhersiy, Aligarh 202 002 (ina) 


Generally Eucelyplusis tegardad as an undesirable introduction 
in hdian orests bur teopears tat many ofthe avians rave started 
making use of this exaie tee. | have ean the heuse eos 
(Corsa eptendens! nesting in colonise in Euealyptis grove across 
‘Yamuna river in New Delhi, the Crimson throgied berbet 
(Megalaina robrcepila)teecirg on young fritseed bu ct the 
luee at Periyar Tiger Reserve, the Pariah Kite (Mitws migzans) 
and Iisuse crows roasting on the Eucalyptus grove in Aligarh, 
and go on. However, rszenty, on the momting of Janusry 27,1 
‘witnesses an spoctaaulzr saone in Boneh Tiger Reaorve (U.P) 
Over 250 redyented Dulbuls (Pyononotus cafes) wors recorted 
feedingisining necter of Eucalyptus for azout 2 hee. (0775 10 
0930 hr). The bile unl to arte ‘rom sutrourdings, ane by 
‘ons orin greups. feed for 10-16 minules and rush back to ncarby 
etching trees n 2 greatresh and play mods. They were making 
Constant “akean, cheen, cheer ...” ortact calls wile feeding 
and leaving the tree. The bide would vat branch to branch, up 
and down, mostly concentraing onthe brighiat side of acanopy. 
inthe beginring they concentrated or the tao larger middle rees 
onthe oad side, but es the sun rose endlight spread hey moved 
to othar tags a well. n total here were 14 trees of Eucalyptus, 
alin ‘ull loom, | have never seen s.ch large flocking of bubus 
fete: While the Dulbuls neve feedngtnres while-beliea sronges 
(Dererus eaeralescers}, three godfronted cnloropsis |CNoropsis 
aurifions), 11 white eyes (Zosterops palvebrosa), tlnee 
purslerumsed sunbircs (Nectarinie zeylonical and "wo 
leekhoaded orleles (Griolue xanthornue) alee vistes the 
Eucalyptus wees and sippec the necir for brief rerods. 


“Tho kuleule kept on visting the Eucalyptus tees ene 
nectar with som inteivas for about two hours. Allo! a sud 
{9.20 hrs al the bubus flew away but the white eyes and a lock 
‘of honey bees continued feeding. Watching birds in morrings 
jpesoetul hours sing cf sun, humming of baes, chiming of birds 
and the fragrance of the bloom of Eucalyptus was quite 
refplceatie and unforgettab's experience. During ne subsecuent 
‘wo and half hours we recorded 55 srecies of birds inthe velty 
of the Uwe Peni Tiger 
Neserve supports a age numter of avian communityard along 
tom study on the evifauna of the Reserve would be quite 
reveating 


Se 


BIRD VISITORS TO ROHIRA (Techomolia undulata, 
F Bignoniaceae), A RARE AND ENDANGERED TREE 
OF THE INDIAN DESERT QURING PEAK FLOWERING. 
IM. M. SAXENA, /PS, The Roost, Pavvenpun (Sout), 8Aanor 
534 002 

Fchira (Techomelia unculsta), pepuary known as the toak of 
Marwar, was once common thraughout the Indian desert. With 
the great pressure linked to fis high utliy It has attained the 


status ofa rave and endangoresitkral species f this biogphare, 
The tes Booms profusely during wintor endis almost draped in 
Is crangeyelow foners. Such a tree during ils peak flowering 
‘was losated in the Gnanasen’ Hoisirg Toard area of Jodhpur 
(opposite H, No. 17 E 503) and bird visitors tc i were observed 
vera weck'n January 2031-It nas of paricular erect because 
birds ere known to play @ vial role ir the pollination and eaed 
sloporsal of to tes - Important aspests forthe survival ofthis 
tare specks. 


‘The most frequent visitors were purple surbitd, indian rebin, 
rmagoia robin, houss sparrow and redverted Bulbul. Birds were 
most acthe inthe morring, panioulrly curing OB0U and 10U0 he. 
bighteen ord spoces wore recorded ae enlsted below, Purple 
sunbies-Nectarhia asistica, brown rook ehet-Carcorrela fuse, 
indian robin-Saxtcsicides fulleate, magpie rUbin- Cupayetius 
saulans, rosy pastor-Sturnusreseus, common myns-Aeridetheres 
tists, brehminy myne-Stumus pagodaran, cedverted bulbul 
Pyoronotus lsucogorys, house sparew- Passer imesfcus, koe 
Eydyramys scolocacea, crow pheasen:-Cenvopus sinensis, 
lubietreasted kngfsher-Haleyen smymensis, blue rei pigeon 
Columba iva, indian ring deve-Strectzvela decaccto, green bee 
taler-Herops orientalis, house crow. Corvus splendens, indian 
rollercoracias tonghaiensis, roseringes parakeet-sttacula 
frames. 


PESTICIDES KILLING DEVOISELLE CRANES. Dr. HAJIV 
SAXENA & GAUPAV PARIKAR, MIG-293, Danpuii Colony 
Thetipur, Gwalior 474.017 {M4 P) 


Demoisolz eranes ac ogularwintervistorsto the Sakehya Seger 
lake sttuaiecin Madhav Nabonal Pare. Shivpuri etic, Machya 
Pradesh. n the last ‘5 years helt nner varied each year fom 
less than 100 0 7000 in 1987-28, depending lsrgely upon the 
svallahlty of wate: In the wetlands of Gujarat, sna in neerby 
vaterbodies like Dihala Jheel. Trey feed in the surrounding 
sgricuture fields at night and come back to Sakhye Segara 


Sporadic reports nhted that e fow of thern ie each yeor ster 
consuming an overdose of pesticide. In the winter of 1900-01 
five demaisalle cranes and ‘our arheaded geese wore found 
dead in the Natonal Park. lnvesligalion revealed that they nad 
eaten groundnut and otter shoots with an overdose of ures 
[Bacona, A. (19901) :NLBW. 31:3/1): 8) 

We vsteg Saya Sagaron 20 Jan, 2009 to eenduct watertow 
reneue. Two demoicell cranes were founcparalyticn tha ahalow 
water nee the banks of this lake between two pois known as 
Landing Station No. t and3. Landing Stations wero tho anahoring 
places forthe boats of erstwfile Menara of Gwabar. 

Both the birds were ave but unabo 'o ctand en thei fest and 
move. Thinkng that ‘her feet may be enianaled with soma 
submargad materia, we alongwith he park siafftack thom out of 
‘water on the ory bark. Their feet were nat entengied with anything 
ror wes there any sign of extemal inury. Dessite our helping 
hands they could not slard, and remained in equalling poston, 
‘They wore sick and frightened. I was a clesrinctcation that hey 
hadconstmed some foisonousmatera. Selore uur approuch & 
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irarsh Farrier wae siting near by, waizhng and waiting for thie 
migratory bid to da. We intimatac the available parc authorities. 
‘Sadly nothing could be done. The next Gay there was no sign of 
them excepi seme scattered feathers. 


eee 


BLUE JAYS RESCUED IN GWALIOR [W.P] OP. RAJIV 
SAXPNE & GAUIRAV PARIHAR 


It Ie & known fact that Indian roller er blue jay [Coraotae 
Denghaiensi| is worshippes and released in th marring of the 
festival of Dussara at eaveral places in Madhya Pradesh, Butrrot 
‘any are aware that a large numberof them ‘ie cuting tanning, 
forceleeding of allen food and econ ft release. Our NGO- 
“Society for Ervirenmental Awareness & Research on Cuture 
and Heriage" [SEARC+] closely observed them in Gwalior IM] 
this year and managed to tree 39 of there Irom the rappers wth 
the collaboration ol the Forest Department 


wes notedthet the professional trappers catch them three days 
before the festival, They use a cage, nel and adhesive material 
to tap ther. A few de in the provess, The remaining are kept 
hang forthe rextthree days to show on the cay of Dussera that 
tho Ninth nee blessed the eovetoce by eeeopting grain ard 
‘har eacked food om thet hands. Ther alien food causes fungal 
in‘ection in their toate ae well as digestive and respratory 
problems. After feedng tney are bougit and released by the 
people. & lang period of hunger and therbefte ferced feading 
‘make them incapable of tying switly. They somehow fly and sit 
‘of a nearoy tres branch Ory (fal down after some tne art 
ie 


‘SEARCH approached Mr. Tapesh Jha, D.FO. who sent forest 
Dersennal vith the members of te Society. The team rescued 
38 Die jaye ettd froed Lieut, The locel media publishes the 
procesdinge promingr tty 


see 


SW/IFTS ON YENGURLA ROCKS. VISHWAS D. KATDARE, 
‘Near Laeminarayan Temmete, At& Po.Tal.Chipln, Dist. Ranagin, 
Maharashiva 415 605 

You may have received details regarding the Verguria Rocks, 
Indian Swilet case from Di Satish Pande. 

We have started a Sratus Survey cf the Indien Swittet Collocatie 
unieslorin south Konkan with supcost from SANCF. 

‘Once again wa visited the Vengurla Rovk on éth June end the 
tp was very edventurous and exciting. 

“Te Sars have rola Uns te with grass and there are 4 oF 
‘e9gs orrewly haiched chieke in each nest. As po: our extimiate 
five thousand nests are in the cave 

Ine rock was croweed with tens and ther nests. The sea 
crested tern Stuiria Ueryii 300, lesser crested toon Otome 
Eengalenss 5, bridled ter Stema arastiots 800, rossate 
tem Sterna dcugalli 150, were seen on the rock. 


RE 


“ BREEDING COLONIES OF CORMORANTS (Phalacrocorax 


carbo). SUMIT DCOKA, Deparment of Zooiogy J N.V. Univer 
sity, Jodhour 242006 RAJASTHAN 


Inside the south western side of Machia Safari Desert Park, 
‘Jodhpur (Rejasthan.) (25° 18° N: 72 01°), vis lake of Takhat 
Sagar Kayalana aro situated, which are the main source of 
potabla water for cy dweller, The Kayalana lake with a filling 
‘Capac of 190 mctt and run off eres of 84 kr, is also a centorof 
breeding and broacing by cormorants. The rocky shores of the 
‘Kayalana lake i Iohabites by the oushes of Prasopis jutora, 
whose oustelcied ard hiodard green branches are frequently 
te by Uo for vot. 


Visiting the site on 16% Nov. 2001, | Iecaled an active breeding 
colony of 29 nests in the densely mingled tushes of Presopis 
[ultfora. This observaton was recorded al 8.30 sm. 


nase bushes were about bllmnt: isioe the water ana ne nests 

Were clustered at the top of the trees 2-8 mtr above the water 

level. 10x60 bincoular oose-vationreveslectht those colonies 

ware purely cf asinglespecies with 1 te no. of immature chicks. 

“The parent cormorants ware qute busy infoeding theirnestlings 
Sh weter le. 


bby eaptuting fish fram the nearly fe 


‘These nests were obvasly built on bushes, party inundated 
with water. Allthe nests were 1 0.2 mtr from the surface of the 
sete, I this thle preterted lcation” 


Hee 


SIGHTING OF GREY PELICANS (Pelecanus philippensis) 
FAR COMIRATORE, § ASHOKKIMAP. (AS(Retd). No. 491 
Fad Ns 10, Joilee rile, Hyderabad 500083 


While biting at KURUCH! TANK oa the oulskins of Coimbatore 
cy on 23.12.2000, | had sighted five grey pelicans foraging on 
the easter sie of ne tans. (7s Tanks an Hrigation tank wit 
tank bed of 350 acres. There were a number of common teals, 
spotbils, age egrets, pasdy bids and a female pleassnitalied 
jacana, As the crow fles, this tenkis ebcut four kilometer frarn 
Sundalce Muthor Lake whaee | nad sighted 22 grey pelicans on 
¥7A203. (NLEW, Velo, No 2, Mareh/Aprl, 2200). Iti likely 
that the grey pellcane would hava come from Surdaka Mathur 
lace to Kuructi terk lor foraging, Enquiries revealed that the 
pelicans are net roosting near Kuruch tank. 
Soe 

SIGHTING OF SOCIABLE LAPWING IN SHYAMPUR, 
DIPANKAR GHOSE, Department of Zoclagy. University of 
Caleutts, 25 Ballygunge Crovlar Road, Koiksts 700019, and 
'SRIKUMAR CHATTOPADHYAY, Zoological Survey finda, New 
AlpurM Bleck, Kolkata 700058. 

(On ewinter morning, on 17 Jaruary 1998, we were on a routine 


bic-watching trp lathe southwestern pat of Styampur -Budce 
Rurigs area, ahout 25 kis. south of Calcutta. Budae Budge is 


Newsletter for Bircwaichers 


55 


fan industial suburb and cur fold araa comprisea af larga padzy 
fislis interspersed with wetlands, We were gazing chrough the 
stubble carefully [ooking for every litte movement of the 
surrounding avifauna. Four individuals drew our attetion. Those 
wore Sociablo Lapwings Vanellus gragarus. The birds were 
arcund 100 feetaway fons, They were te size ct Redwatlled 
Lepiving Vanellis dous, vnich is te commonest species r 
this region, | eweves the head petern typical of eciable Lapwing 
‘was quite prominens. A broad whto suporclium wae cleary 
flanked by a dull brown ero above and another brawn wye- 
site Belew. Dark streaks on nock wore also consriovous. Wie 
watched them for about 20 minutes frem 09:18 to 09:35 aller 
\whchal ourbiis fowto corre ciher area utteinga fectle wook- 
week sound, Che birds present in he surrouncings were a pair 
of Caille Eg ols Bubuicus ibis, few Padsylield Pils Annus 
(rovacseslanciac) rfuus, ans an Indian Roller Corecies 
benghalencis. 


[A flock of elgni Bras were onserved tying overhead on 18 
Dezember, 1999 at 11100 by tie second eutior at Fahl. 12 
kms south wast of Caiitia. Sociable Lapvings have also been 
teported during ate January in 2009, They have noi been seen 
in to came leeaity during 2001. The eecendl author is regularly 
‘monitoring the ares for the birds ard any imorlant sighting wil 
be informed in cue course of time. 

According to Ai and Ripley (1988) Sociable Lapwing occurs 
‘poracically in West Bangal. Grimmet etl, (1990) denotes that 
thi hrs oocureorratinallyn tis rogian. Thich isaln wacartet 
‘asa gobally threatened species, 


Reference: 
ll S. and Fipley, SD. 1989. Handbook of the Birds of India and 
Pacsten (Compact Eaioi), Oxford Univorely Press, Del 
Grinmett.R, Inskifp C. and Instiop T. 1988. Birds of the Indian 

‘Sucontinen, Oxford Universi Pross, Celhi 
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ABOUT THE RAPTORS, Or. SREEXUMAA, 8, Srintayam, Near 
Urion Club, Kottayam 686001. 


Now a days a lot is heard about the disappecrance of raptor. 
wil share my ohsanatens al Ketlayam tawa in Kerala Stain At 
Kottayam there ere no Parish Kites (Mls migrare) sinoe the 
lato decades. There were al least 10-18 pariah kites in and 
‘round the slaughter houee ofthe tovnmarkel during the 19708, 
“Thay used te roast on two coconut Lees stancing over there and 
‘Mey used To bres cn the near by ralnives. Twas the ad of 
that decade the number ofrocstig birds comedovm. Atthe same 
time | have como cerces st least four birds stot during the flight 
ard hing en the road s de with bleading wings and attacked by 
‘row, During 198: the two coconut trees were cul for building a 
nav slaughterhauea complex Altnat time there wore only Bbirds 
‘seen in and around, After that the parla kes were net located 
in that atea and in the tavm of Kottayam: 


“The shikia is the only bird of prey in Kottayam fown. 


“Just cut side the tou to 2 lan, from tha eantes tha tun thera 
are paddy fields where the culvation is dove below the water 


level, March harriors are regular winter vaitars. Oczasionaly one 
certwo Bratmini kites mey bs eesn. Some time blackwinged Kites 
sey also aopear over the same area. Theres an inersaes inthe 
rrurther af brohmini ster in this area since the last tan year. 


ae 


‘SIGHTING OF AN ALBINO ASIAN PIED STARLING (Stumus 
contra). AT JANSEDPUR CITY. ARUIVAYAN SHARMA, 1.5. 
Road, in fontof TGP, Malda 73101, West Bengal. 


(On 11th Avgust 20001 was at Jamsedpur City o' East Sinchbhurm 
cistictn uherkhend on my way tothe Dalma Wildile Sanctuary. 


In the aftemnosn | was with my brother in Engheers Hal hestel 
‘hich is situatod inthe rig road of Telco Colony. At atourd 1735 
hours when lwasrceming inthe gatsen lawn lnotiveda brownish 
hire Yoraging for ineecte with tree Asian pied etartinge (Sturmus 
contra) and tno Ind'an mynas (Aciidethoros tists. | approachod 
‘hem and Identiiad the browrigh bird as an edu abino Aslan 


Pil etacing (stermine enn) 


Its coleur was complotly brown but the orange patch on the 
oy8s was prominent. Tre wings were grayer than lis othar body 
plumage. "he crown was biaek with a few white spots, | have 
never seen or heare about albinism in Asian pied stalin, and 
‘ound ts signing noteworthy. 


CALLS OF FROG MOUTHS (Dai actvetouus tusrliger). KV. 
ELDHOSE, Kawumgameilly hoves, PB.No. 25, Keerampars 
PO 686601. 


‘As par of a study on Frogmautts at Salim All Eid Sanctuary 
THellctha Hore | wea on ie fovnoul for iis neta nal Lid 
for the lact coven morthe, itis found that there ie a defrite 
Aiferonee in he sounds of male ane female Frognouthe. 


‘As the mele moves from nis roosting place it makes 2 sound 
“Kurao-KurooKuroc" 6to 12 nits, Ths process is repested to 
3 umes, Ar the same ume ine female maxes @ sound 
"Kinaayihiseff which is repeatod al an irterval of 4 to 8 seconds. 


nether seundis alsa heard"Viceo-vicee Viowe-vioae”. The aan 
callwhen a bird ef prey appears “Kwai produced by beth male 
and female birds, 


Sex diferenciaten fromthe eal as azove le rare amorg birds, 


RARE SIGHTING OF ORANGEBREASTED GREEN 
PIGEON AT NEVVAR WILDLIFE SANCTUARY. K.B. 
SANJAYAN, T.C. XiN/1082, Law College Road, 
Thiuvanathapuram 695 037. 


Warbler anc Wieser  gioup of brcwatchers and nekure lovers, 
beced st Thinvananthapuram, conducied a bird survey at the 


Neyo Wilts Si luo 91 Kw daring Pabiy 18221, 2001, 
|, along wiih $ other members; was posted al the southerh most 
region of tre sanctuary viz. Anarirati, On 20.02.2051 evening, 
‘while were traversing a ubberolantaion ve noticed asoltary 
frangcoraasted grean plgnan, Tiaean biafanm (lnichn). Niwa 
risvaunng npe tuts trom Lanna zamers Linn, (houzhts Boek 
of Indian Birds states that this species s mosty cretarous, we 
‘observed the rare sight of a Soitary bird parching on a buch 
standing eon me sid of the pathway, tardy S teat above tng 
‘und Thy Lisa vive ren ih orange breset zounded by 
lilac band, twas & rere sighting of the Bid, 

‘The other mombors of th graup ware §. Makith, K. Jeyakumar 
and. Liza. 


NESTING HABITS OF COMMON myNAS (Acridetharme 
tistis). KB. Sanjayan 

Aci of common mynas, (Acrideerestriaie) nas been necting 
inthe halen tietree —trunkcafa Muluvenge (els squarnocs) 
‘Hee. consecutively tar the thie! tn cow 9) Ue yusr 2000 
Ine hole on the Mulluvarys Vie hie Lawn in extern fo the 
last few years. and has been used by common mynas, jungle 
mynasand Kerala lesser golden backedv/codpeckers in ura for 
Ieeing. The halal on ma man wnkofihausm ats rsignt et 
‘ect the graunc. The me eee a Naight of eu Po feet 


In the frst wook of March 2000, n pair of commen mynas was 
‘equotting ths hole, Aier about 2-3.days the calle ofthe chicks 
‘could be heard, which became ntermitent and louder as the 
‘aye paced by, By Maton 24 he chirta waen almort res fot 
thelr thet aala. Cin March 28, 2000 the ie ens mage 1 te 
sola, But nay be due tots over enthusicam the eniokmuct ave 
jumped out atlesst a day n advance wih the 290i thatit could 
not keeo lsolon trea tops even in the company’ of Es parents 
‘The whole ay ityrae hepping aroune an burhes and aarietinea 
‘leeyrol even sethe paren wars aaa ixedingihy ramabing 
‘@ceinthe nest, Bul unortunaiytholmmnatura chick was mates 
by ¢ cet on the samo day. The next day the remaining chick In 
the naet alto died cue fs ntura! reasons. 


nthe tat ose of May 2000 les vane (2) gai ol commen mynae 
sgn) [nd eau the eame tro hole, When the age hatched 
they vigorcusiy fed the chicks anc as days passed, the chicks 
\Were seen on he rim ofthe iss-hole dung the feeding proces. 
But thechicksnever lew oul, Thiemy be, Fis presumes ds te 
orn Faciene. Subzaquentiythe chicka we ta uber nd 
‘the nesi-hole tse betore tay ventusectto fy cal. Th dat rae 
dune 18, 2000. It may be recalled trat the rainfall | 
“Thiruvenenthepuram in June vias very scarce 2nd the oxpressive 
bras! must nave hile the chicks, 


Ago tha 4am pair of eemmran mynas Ine egg ter te a 
time in sary August, 2000. Az Uauel The waa arm ilehed ane 
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Un pie ac fmcing Wie cliche. Ont Avgue! 23, the fet 
cchkflen out, butwesheavlyincapactates. Neoald natty around 
‘35 any rotmal chick would have done. In oder to avoid the ctick 
‘om being mauled by cals or other credtors (as & oscured in 
Mateh 2uou), Hahth eats vigilaver the eniee. ihe parente Were 
teeing mnechick inthe open s2wol asthe ots that silacisiind 
Inthe nest. On August 75, the parents stepped feecing tre chick 
inthe nest asitcled, The chk n the open nas notsturdyeitrer, 
Buti centinued to be in the campany of ia parents accepting 
ood af teas trequant Inrervala Fu unonuratey the chick wae 
ound dead the met dey meming inthe sn 


FForthe tnirdconserute imme, aps olcommon mynashastaled 
intheiratemptto raise its next generation is tcueto tw adverse 
‘fect csueed by fe praceras af sny paciaular chamnicl in tha 
food taker by ine parent forliaaltapings? Alka, dsthe eamman 
mynao hove the habit ot tevoataely layewg eyge and hetzhing 
then untl te chicks are really reared? 


Now this author Is wetohing frequently to see whether they are 
‘via te sy euge for be tourtn mat 


Bis 


THE FIRST RECORD OF INDIAN BLUE BREASTED 
BANDED RAJ (Riflue slsiutus) FROM EAST 
MAHARASHTRA, ATUL DHAMANKAR, Green Pigeon 
‘Nature Society, Shivaji Square, Chandrapur (M.S.) 442.402 


(On 26th November 2000, when | was coming back from 
Mangl, a beautiful birding site, | euddenly netics 2 ail lia 
Lid arta wns bridge. The rldga waa bull arioga een 
hulish, which wos over arown wih thick bushes anc reeds, 
‘The Fal was foraging among the reeds and caring out 
‘ccasonally tothe reas o cross overta heather side. |walted 
far the ral to retun and saor It hopped on to the reas and 
‘walkeet in my disci, When ik aw mg, if etonpad far a 
Tromantardl var auiehly back the nuh, 


| could clearly s9e the call in bright sunlight. The rufous 
‘slow and upper neck were cleariy identillable The 
Upper sind nater bands on Eack ponion of Vie xbdhrfien ad 
til wers alae cleanly ¢eop. Tlie Musieh rey breast was 
‘legonsiic and l identiied the railas the Indian blue breasted 
banded rail 


‘Thisis the frstrecordof this ral fremeast Maharashtra known 
fas WVidharhe region ‘This bira Usuily torages ameng thick 
bushns snd resd bees cf nullans. Iherstor the aighliige are 


ee 


Gover’ Black Drongo oF King Crow (Dirunus adie) is 2 
lim, vvacous, gosty, etblack bra wits 2 long forked ‘al 
sulles Tom ts pechin sracoul arc, te setchal-come sects 
‘Thadiongy asain ismers et vanes wor; araqon Fle, cakes, 
‘rage! rears mothe, buge anc gba. alanine he marta 
SI cciton, putes end erythrina trees and thus promotes 
polinaion areng these reespeces. Tha drangos ofen nuke 
inexceedigly nosy andaciinrioue debstee and makedofant 
calls that reseméle those cf a silva. Thay alsa eka swan. 
SIE Ihe Be alied sae ol dpa 
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